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Welcome to The First Congregational Church Boulder, a community of faith on a journey of faith.

Founded in 1864, the first church built in Boulder, we have been gathering ever since as a community of kindred
hearts to worship, to learn and grow in the light of God’s grace, to extend ourselves in compassionate service,
and to be instruments of God’s transformation in the world.
As a member congregation of the United Church of Christ, we believe “God is still speaking.” We listen and open
our lives to the movement of God’s Spirit stirring us up in the new thing God is always doing in our midst. We trust
as our Pilgrim forbears prayed, “There is yet more light and truth to break forth from God’s holy word.”
Our commitment to the extravagant love of Jesus makes the words, “All are Welcome,” as inclusive as they sound.
We are glad you are here: believers and agnostics, conventional Christians and questioning skeptics, people
brimming with hope and those who wander in despair, people of all races, cultures, and abilities, of all gender
identities and sexual orientations. Whoever you are and wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.
CHURCH OFFICE SUMMER HOURS: Summer office hours are 9 am to 2 pm. If you need to visit the church
or speak to Julie Griffitts please plan to come by during those hours.
PRE/K AND ELEMENTARY CHILDREN will start and can be picked up on the playground. MIDDLE AND
HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH are invited to attend worship.
COVID PROTOCOLS: The use of high-quality masks is strongly recommended in worship and meetings.
We have a HEARING LOOP SYSTEM which sends sound directly into a hearing aid/cochlear implant. Switch
your hearing aid to T-coil. Or, in both the Sanctuary and Chapel, pocket-sized FM receivers are also available
from the ushers. BYO earbuds or use the new ones provided.WHEELCHAIRS are available, please ask an
usher for assistance.
If you would like to DEDICATE FLOWERS in a loved one’s honor or memory for an upcoming Sunday service,
please contact Linda Roan Yager, flowers@firstcong.net or 720-352-4077
YOUR GIVING
Online or in-person, you can count on the nurturing ministry of FCC Boulder Church. Each one of us plays an
important part, including through our financial support. You may contribute BY CHECK to the church and mail to:
First Congregational Church Boulder, 1128 Pine St. Boulder, CO 80302. Contribute by TEXT-TO-GIVE by texting:
73256 with the message joy2givefcc. Contribute ELECTRONICALLY: Sign in to your account in Realm,
the church’s database, where you may make an ACH payment from your bank account or contribute by credit card.
SPECIAL OFFERING FOR UKRAINE - https://onrealm.org/firstcong/-/form/give/ukraine
This Sunday we are taking an offering for Emergency Relief in Ukraine, joining the efforts of the wider
UCC to collaborate with ACT Alliance and the Reformed Church of Hungary (RCH). Since the war began,
RCH has been working to aid the elderly and other vulnerable communities inside the country who have
not been able to leave, including immigrants and migrant populations, experiencing difficulties crossing
into other European countries. Scan the QR code at the right to donate.
		
		

IS THIS YOUR FIRST VISIT?
Please scan the QR and have a look around our website, be sure to sign up for our weekly email.

STAFF
Rev. Christina Braudaway-Bauman Senior Minister | Rev. Linda Kowatch Associate Minister
Rev. Deborah Voss Director of Christian Education | Dr. Kajsa Teitelbaum Director of Music
Julie Griffitts Office & Facilities Manager | Christopher Carter Communication Specialist | Renee Loewen Accountant
Julia Wirth Director of Children’s Music | Jessica Kressin Chancel Choir Accompanist
Boheng Wang Children’s Choirs Accompanist | Ginger Johnson Child Care Coordinator
Angie Dickinson Mickle and Sam Botnick | Lead AV Techs

ORDER OF WORSHIP
PRELUDE				
					

Variations on America the Beautiful			
Dr. Kajsa Teitelbaum, organ 		

WELCOME AND CALL TO WORSHIP			
*HYMN 436				

C. Ives
Rev. Linda Kowatch

God of Grace and God of Glory

SCRIPTURE 				Psalm 33:13-22
READINGS 								

Ed Byrne & Nancy Wade

“We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed, by their Creator,
with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of Happiness.”
Preamble to the U.S. Declaration of Independence, July 4, 1776
“These principles form the bright constellation which has gone before us and guided our steps through an age
of revolution and reformation. The wisdom of our sages and blood of our heroes have been devoted to their
attainment. They should be the creed of our political faith, the text of civic instruction, the touchstone by which
to try the services of those we trust; And should we wander from them in moments of error or of alarm, let us
hasten to retrace our steps and to regain the road which alone leads to peace, liberty, and safety.”
President Thomas Jefferson, First Inaugural Address, 1801
“We are not enemies, but friends. We must not be enemies. Though passion may have strained, it must not
break our bonds of affection. The mystic chords of memory will swell when again touched, as surely they will be,
by the better angels of our nature.”
President Abraham Lincoln, First Inaugural Address, 1861
“It is now our generation’s task to carry on what those pioneers began. For our journey is not complete until our
wives, our mothers and daughters can earn a living equal to their efforts. Our journey is not complete until our
gay brothers and sisters are treated like anyone else under the law – for if we are truly created equal, then surely
the love we commit to one another must be equal as well.”
President Barack Obama
“We face an attack on our democracy and on truth, a raging virus, growing inequity, the sting of systemic racism,
a climate in crisis, America’s role in the world. Any one of these would be enough to challenge us in profound
ways, but the fact is we face them all at once, presenting this nation with one of the gravest responsibilities we
have had. Now we’re going to be tested. Are we going to step up, all of us? It’s time for boldness for there is so
much to do. And this is certain. I promise we will be judged, you and I, by how we resolve these cascading crises
of our era. Will we rise to the occasion? is the question. Will we master this rare and difficult hour? Will we meet
our obligations and pass along a new and better world to our children?”
President Joseph R. Biden, Jr., Inaugural Address, 2021
MUSICAL MEDITATION 		

My Country Tis of Thee 			

INTRODUCTION OF SEN. HART			
REFLECTION 				

S.F. Smith

Former US Representative David Skaggs

Reflections on Democracy’s Moral Imperative

Senator Gary Hart

*HYMN
			
America the Beautiful
O beautiful for spacious skies,
For amber waves of grain,
For purple mountain majesties
Above the fruited plain!
America! America!
God shed His grace on thee
And crown thy good with brotherhood
From sea to shining sea!
O beautiful for pilgrim feet,
Whose stern, impassioned stress
A thoroughfare for freedom beat
Across the wilderness!
America! America!
God mend thine every flaw,
Confirm thy soul in self-control,
Thy liberty in law!
O beautiful for heroes proved
In liberating strife,
Who more than self their country loved,
And mercy more than life!
America! America!
May God thy gold refine
Till all success be nobleness,
And every gain divine!
O beautiful for patriot dream
That sees beyond the years
Thine alabaster cities gleam
Undimmed by human tears!
America! America!
God shed His grace on thee,
And crown thy good with brotherhood
From sea to shining sea!
The poem America the Beautiful by Katherine Lee Bates was inspired by a trip to Pikes Peak in 1893, and first appeared in print on July 4, 1895
in The Congregationalist, a weekly journal. Ms. Bates revised the lyrics in 1904 and again in 1913. The music was composed by Samuel A. Ward.

PRAYER FOR THE COUNTRY

				

ANTHEM 				
					

Let Us Pray for Peace			
Men’s Pop Up Choir

Let us pray for peace, for the healing of creation.
May God’s truth and justice mend every breach;
May we learn to live as one.
Let us pray for love, for the grace to offer mercy,
May compassion guide our way in the world,
May forgiveness heal division. May forgiveness heal us all.
We pray for peace. We pray for understanding.
Pray that hatred cease, and God’s reign is known on earth.
Hear our prayer for peace. Hear our prayer for love.
Hear our voices, Lord, this day we pray.
Lord, we pray for peace, for the healing of creation.
May your truth and justice mend every breach;
May we learn to live as one.
You know our hearts, you know our selfish struggles.
Take away our pride, and fill us all with you.
Fill us with your peace, fill us with your love.
Fill us all this day, O Lord, we pray.
May your will be done, here on earth as is in heaven.
May your reign of love be known in our lives,
May your will be done among us,
May we do your will. Amen.

Representative David Skaggs
T. Keesecker

INVITATION TO COMMUNITY LIFE
This Sunday we are taking an offering for Emergency Relief in Ukraine.
To find out more please turn to the first page of your bulletin.
OFFERTORY				
					

Fanfare for the Common Man
Ken Aikin, trumpet

Aaron Copland

*RESPONSE OF PRAISE
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God all creatures here below;
Praise God for all that love has done;
Creator, Christ, and Spirit One.
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION
“God, grant that we will get on board and start marching with you,
because we got orders now to break down the bondage
and the walls of colonialism, exploitation, and imperialism.
To break them down to the point that no person will trample over another person,
but that all people will respect the dignity and worth of human personality.
And then we will be in Canaan’s freedom land. Amen.”
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
*HYMN 593				
Lift Every Voice and Sing
		
James Weldon Johnson’s poem Lift Every Voice and Sing, set to music by his brother John Rosamond Johnson,
was sung for the first time by 500 school children in celebration of President Lincoln’s Birthday on February 12,
1900, It was soon adopted by the NAACP as its official song. Today “Lift Every Voice and Sing” is one of the most
cherished songs of the African American Civil Rights Movement and is often referred to as the Black National
Anthem.
*BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE

				

Variations on The Star-Spangled Banner 			

Following this morning’s worship, we will take a short intermission for refreshments and conversation,
and then return to the Sanctuary for a time of dialogue with Senator Hart.

D. Buck

ANNOUNCEMENTS
COVID Safety Team Mask Recommendation
Boulder continues to be categorized as RED on the COVID-19 Community Levels, therefore the COVID Safety
Team strongly recommends the use of high-quality masks in worship and all meetings. Coffee Hour will remain
on the Plaza, Soup Kitchen will be served outdoors and we encourage outdoor gatherings when refreshments
are being served. Please offer Zoom only or hybrid options at meetings. Thank you for caring for one another by
wearing a mask. If you are feeling ill at all, please remember that our livestream worship is a safe option
to protect others.
Community Coffee Hour
Following this morning’s worship, we will take a short intermission for refreshments and conversation,
and then return to the Sanctuary for a time of dialogue with Senator Hart.
Pick a Party Signups!
There are still some wonderful Pick-A-Party opportunities available and coming up fast! Click on the link below
to sign up for one or more of these awesome events that are happening soon!
Sign up here! https://tinyurl.com/nhb757xv
The Great and Small Guide - Summer Devotional for the Kid in All of Us
The Great and Small Guide, a sabbatical gift from Chris B-B, is full of ideas for answering summer’s call
of delight. Written by the amazing Rev. Quinn Caldwell, who will be with us in person on Sundays, July 10
and 17, the Guide is organized around 6 toe-tapping songs from the band, Butterflyfish. To access the songs
see the Friday Weekly email. Each song brings a biblical story or idea to life, and is a springboard for activities
everyone can enjoy. The ereader can also be found in the Friday Weekly email, or pick up a paper copy next
time you’re at church.
The McMane Arts Ministry Presents “In Plein Air” - Summer Exhibit
The McMane Arts Ministry presents “In Plein Air”, an Art Exhibit now up in the Heritage Room
and our Link galleries for the summer. The Link is open from 9 am to 2 pm Monday through Friday.
Another FCCB Small Group This Summer! - Thursday Evenings, June and July - Heritage Room and on Zoom
Beginning mid-June, we will begin a small group which views and discusses one of the most popular TV series
in the history of public television -- the 1989 PBS documentary series Joseph Campbell and The Power of Myth
with Bill Moyers. We meet from 7:00 - 8:30 pm in person and streaming online on Thursday evenings, June 16,
23, 30 and July 7, 14, 21 & 28. Contact Kevin Pettit at kevin.pettit@comcast.net
Women’s Freedom March - Saturday, July 9 at 9 am - Boulder County Courthouse (1200 Pearl Street)
The Women’s Collaborative of Boulder County, Women’s March, YWCA Boulder County, League of Women
Voters & other community partners are joining forces and inviting our community to share the power of our collective voices in the fight for women and girls’ freedom to thrive in a safe, equitable, and empowering
community. For more information and to register (https://tinyurl.com/2fsnvw46).
“Trusting Science, Trusting Faith”, Rev. Quinn Caldwell - July 10 at 6:00 pm Potluck Dinner, Plaza
Increasingly, we live in a “do your own research” world, where formerly authoritative voices are mistrusted.
Both science and religion have been subject to this erosion of trust, and it can be especially difficult to be a
person who dwells at their intersection. How are these two endeavors alike, and how are they different? How
much (and what kind) of research can a non-professional really do, and when must they trust authorities? What
authorities are trustworthy, and how do you decide? What builds this trust, and what erodes it? Do scientists
have their own versions of preachers, bishops, scripture? Do Christians have their own versions of experimental
design, rigor, peer review, publishing requirements, theory?

Pre/K and Elementary Family Fellowship Picnic - Friday, July 15 from 5–8 pm
Join us at Waneka Park (West Shelter-closest to the parking lot and the mountains)1600 Caria Drive, Lafayette.
Bring a picnic dinner for your family (we are not sharing due to Covid) and your family’s favorite lawn games if
you have them. We also have an alcohol permit if you’d like to bring your own beer or wine. AND it is movie in
the park night at 8:45pm if people want to stay for Clifford the movie. We look forward to seeing you at our FCC
family TGIF in the park together!
Middle School & High School Youth Tubing - July 16th at 10:45 am
Let’s go tubing together on the Saint Vrain River on July 16th! Our group is registered with Adventure West
in Longmont and is limited to 17 youth and 3 parents.
For more information and registration (https://tinyurl.com/47skjfcs)
All Church Camping Trip - August 26-28, 2022
We are excited to announce our 5th Annual All Church Camping Trip. Last year’s trip to Deb Voss’s cousin’s
property in Coal Creek Canyon—just 30 minutes from Boulder—was so successful that we’ve booked it again for
this year! There is room for 20 tents and a camper van or two (no trailers). There are several areas to congregate
in small groups, internet for homework if necessary, and hiking 4.5 miles. AND there is an awesome campfire
circle (provided there is no fire ban). Register NOW!

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
Soup Kitchen is July 24 from 9:00 – 2:00 pm
We need your help! Soup Kitchen is next Sunday (7/24) and we need volunteers to provide hot meals for our
neighbors in Boulder. We will train you on the spot, so please join us! The first shift is 9:00-11:30am and you
will help prepare food and serve it. The second shift is 11:30a-2:00pm and you will serve food and clean up.
Sign up here as an individual, family or small group. Only adults can be recorded in the volunteer count,
but teens & children are welcome. If you have questions about Soup Kitchen contact:
Soo Rhee soo.rhee@colorado.edu For more information click here (https://tinyurl.com/4yrbcv5a)
Mindful Works Seeks Volunteers - https://mindful-works.org/
Mindful Works, our Mission Partner, seeks volunteers to assist with their summer sales. Can you volunteer
three hours a week to assist with cutting, sewing or assembly, of poufs/ottomans, meditation cushions, bags
and cookies? Contact susan@mindful-works.org
BCL Refreshments
The Board of Community Life needs cookies and other refreshments for Coffee Hour. All you need to do
is signup below and drop them off before the start of the service. https://tinyurl.com/3bun38cz or contact Jane
Thomas jane.thomas@colorado.edu or Stephanie Angell angellpowered@gmail.com.
Welcoming Ushers
We need people to serve as Ushers for the worship service. This is not a difficult job and The Board of Spiritual
Life will train you. You can find out more information and sign up for multiple Sundays or for one Sunday to give
it a try. Sign up here (https://tinyurl.com/4fpwey4s) or contact Susan Pfretzschner susanpf2@comcast.net.
Help Support Afghan Refugee Family
Members of FCC, Trinity Lutheran & Community UCC have joined together to support an Afghan refugee family
that came to Colorado in Feb. 2022. We are helping them integrate into the Boulder County community through
African Community Center (ACC). There are volunteer opportunities of providing transportation and more.
No training is required. Teens are welcome too. Please contact Allison Hamm 316-259-5682 for information.
Homeless Cares
Homeless Cares works to fill a gap in social services in Boulder for unsheltered neighbors by providing access to
a healthy breakfast, showers and a laudromat. Each Wednesday AM they serve approximately 50 people at the
bandshell oatmeal, muffins, parfaits, fresh fruit, burritos & coffee. They also drive 5-6 people to the YMCA for
a shower. On Thursdays they provide transportation to a laundromat. Volunteers are needed.
For more information contact Monika Rutkowsk - mrutkowski_1@hotmail.com

Super Sabbatical Summer!
Rev. Chris Braudaway-Bauman will be on sabbatical from May 16 to late August. During that time she will
be participating in several learning opportunities around changes to ministry, working with other groups
of ministers to explore these challenges, writing, reading, and renewing. The congregation will have its own
exciting opportunities to learn and grow this summer! We are blessed to have several retired ministers in our
congregation who will be providing support to Rev. Linda Kowatch, our Interim Associate Minister, and
preaching. We will also be blessed to welcome some amazing guest preachers who will provide workshops and
events to keep us thinking and learning.
SUNDAY SCHEDULE OF PREACHERS | WORSHIP AT 9:30 AM SUNDAY
July 10		
July 17		
July 24		
July 31		

Quinn Caldwell
Quinn Caldwell
Larry Peers
Larry Peers

August 7
August 14
August 21
August 28

Bob von Trebra
Lorraine Leist
Mental Health Sunday
Linda Kowatch

SPECIAL EVENTS
Sunday Evening, July 10 - “Trusting Science, Trusting Faith”, Rev. Quinn Caldwell - 6:00 pm Potluck Dinner, Plaza
Increasingly, we live in a “do your own research” world, where formerly authoritative voices are mistrusted. Both science
and religion have been subject to this erosion of trust, and it can be especially difficult to be a person who dwells at their
intersection. How are these two endeavors alike, and how are they different? How much (and what kind) of research can a
non-professional really do, and when must they trust authorities? What authorities are trustworthy, and how do you
decide? What builds this trust, and what erodes it? Do scientists have their own versions of preachers, bishops, scripture?
Do Christians have their own versions of experimental design, rigor, peer review, publishing requirements, theory?
Sunday morning forum, July 24 and 31 - “We Were Made for These Times”, Rev. Dr. Larry Peers - 8:30 am, Standish Room
We live in a time which challenges us in ways we had not anticipated. We are adjusting some of our expectations and
searching for new grounding and purpose. Let’s discover our own personal responses to what Clarissa Pinkola Estés has
advised us: “My friends do not lose heart. We were made for these times. Yes, for years, we have been learning, practicing,
been in training for and just waiting to meet on this exact plain of engagement.” Let’s explore together: What are the
practices that can keep us grounded? What are the convictions that can contribute not only to our own resilience but
that of others around us? What resources of faith and hope can we bring to this moment? How do we bring heart rather
than lose heart?
Tuesday evening, July 26 - Poetry as a Tool for Wellness, Rev. Dr. Larry Peers - 6:00 pm Potluck Dinner, Plaza
Based on the work of the Institute of Poetic Medicine, this session is about using poetry to find meaning in our lives.
This session will focus on a theme and ways to explore that theme through: relevant quotes, poems, individual writing of
poems or reflections, Group sharing of your writing is optional. This is not about writing the perfect poem but about finding
ways to express your thoughts and experiences creatively as well as to learn from one another. We will provide generous
support to one another as we focus on how poems and words can offer healing and understanding.
Saturday, August 13
Workshop on Life Completion/Unfinished Life Tasks (3 hours - morning), Rev. Lorraine Leist - 8:30 to 11:30 am
The focus will be on Life Completion: making meaning out of a new relationship with aging and mortality. There will
be discussion and goal setting activities and Unfinished Life Tasks: coping with the uncertainty and painful eventuality
of incompletion. We will engage in discussion and spiritual practice (e.g., lament, prayer, meditation, deep breathing,
visualization).
Monday, August 15 - Life review and legacy building, Rev. Lorraine Leist - 7:00 pm, Heritage Room
An evening small group session for family and friends of those who are aging or with serious illness who would like to
engage meaningfully with loved ones.
Thursday, August 18 - Dying Well, Rev. Lorraine Leist - 7:00 pm, Heritage Room
Another evening small group will be an open discussion on finding hope and meaning in the process of dying.
Mark your calendars and watch your Weekly Update for details on all events!

