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Welcome to The First Congregational Church Boulder, a community of faith on a journey of faith.

Founded in 1864, the first church built in Boulder, we have been gathering ever since as a community of kindred
hearts to worship, to learn and grow in the light of God’s grace, to extend ourselves in compassionate service,
and to be instruments of God’s transformation in the world.
As a member congregation of the United Church of Christ, we believe “God is still speaking.” We listen and open
our lives to the movement of God’s Spirit stirring us up in the new thing God is always doing in our midst. We trust
as our Pilgrim forbears prayed, “There is yet more light and truth to break forth from God’s holy word.”
Our commitment to the extravagant love of Jesus makes the words, “All are Welcome,” as inclusive as they sound.
We are glad you are here: believers and agnostics, conventional Christians and questioning skeptics, people
brimming with hope and those who wander in despair, people of all races, cultures, and abilities, of all gender
identities and sexual orientations. Whoever you are and wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.
CHURCH OFFICE SUMMER HOURS: Summer office hours are 9 am to 2 pm. If you need to visit the church
or speak to Julie Griffitts please plan to come by during those hours.
PRE/K AND ELEMENTARY CHILDREN will start and can be picked up on the playground.
MIDDLE AND HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH are invited to attend worship.
COVID PROTOCOLS: The use of high-quality masks is strongly recommended in worship and meetings.
We have a HEARING LOOP SYSTEM which sends sound directly into a hearing aid/cochlear implant. Switch
your hearing aid to T-coil. Or, in both the Sanctuary and Chapel, pocket-sized FM receivers are also available
from the ushers. BYO earbuds or use the new ones provided.WHEELCHAIRS are available, please ask an
usher for assistance.
If you would like to DEDICATE FLOWERS in a loved one’s honor or memory for an upcoming Sunday service,
please contact Elise Burnor at flowers@firstcong.net or 203-815-4072. Also, people may contribute for flowers
using this giving form. https://onrealm.org/firstcong/give/flowers
YOUR GIVING
Online or in-person, you can count on the nurturing ministry of FCC Boulder Church. Each one of us plays an
important part, including through our financial support. You may contribute BY CHECK to the church and mail to:
First Congregational Church Boulder, 1128 Pine St. Boulder, CO 80302. Contribute by TEXT-TO-GIVE by texting:
73256 with the message joy2givefcc. Contribute ELECTRONICALLY: Sign in to your account in Realm,
the church’s database, where you may make an ACH payment from your bank account or contribute by credit card.

		IS THIS YOUR FIRST VISIT?
		
Please scan the QR and have a look around our website, be sure to sign up for our weekly email.

STAFF
Rev. Christina Braudaway-Bauman Senior Minister | Rev. Linda Kowatch Associate Minister
Rev. Deborah Voss Director of Christian Education | Dr. Kajsa Teitelbaum Director of Music
Julie Griffitts Office & Facilities Manager | Christopher Carter Communication Specialist | Renee Loewen Accountant
Julia Wirth Director of Children’s Music | Jessica Kressin Chancel Choir Accompanist
Boheng Wang Children’s Choirs Accompanist | Ginger Johnson Child Care Coordinator
Angie Dickinson Mickle and Sam Botnick | Lead AV Techs

ORDER OF WORSHIP
PRELUDE				
					

“How Beautiful are the Feet” from Messiah
Jessica Kressin, piano Jill von Trebra, vocals

WELCOME								

G. F. Handel
Rev. Linda Kowatch

CALL TO WORSHIP			
(Adapted from Psalm 107:1-3)
Leader: Let us gather together to give thanks and praise to God, for God is good.
People: God’s steadfast love endures forever.
Leader: Let God’s people say so, those whom God has redeemed from trouble and gathered in from all lands,
People: From the east and from the west, from the north and from the south.
Leader: Let us gather together around the welcome table of Jesus Christ.
People: Let us feast on good things.
*PASSING THE PEACE
*HYMN 				Gather Us In		

From Chalice Hymnal, Copyright 1995. Chalice Press. Lyrics and Music: Marty Haugen, 1981. GATHER US IN. CCLI copyright license no
11415391 Size C, CCLI streaming license CSPL181210 Size C.

INVOCATION								
Holy God, we come before you with awe,
for you are great in love and power.
Some of us come with reluctance and some with joy;
some with sadness and others full of fear,
yet we know that you receive us as we are.
Mighty God, stay with us always,
as we worship and as we share the risk and challenge of living our faith.
By your powerful Spirit, turn our fear to courage and our confusion to confidence.
Touch us, God, with your healing fire.
Speak to us through your Word.
Send us back into the world renewed and eager to do your will.
We pray in the name of Jesus, your Anointed One. Amen. 				
			
SCRIPTURE				
Luke 12:32-40			
SERMON				

Preparing for a Return			

Dr. Kevin Pettit

Rev. Robert J. von Trebra

MUSICAL MEDITATION 		
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE						
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.
MUSICAL PRAYER

		

Avinu Malkeynu					

M. Janowski

This is a traditional Jewish song, often sung during the Jewish High Holy Days of Rosh Hashanna (New Year)
and Yom Kippur (Day of Atonement), which will be September 26 - October 5 this year. Sung in Hebrew, the
title literally means “Our Father, Our King.” Here is one translation of the text:

Hear our prayer
We have sinned before Thee
Have compassion upon us and upon our children
Help us bring an end to pestilence, war, and famine
Cause all hate and oppression to vanish from the earth
Inscribe us for blessing in the Book Of Life
Let the new year be a good year for us
INVITATION TO COMMUNITY LIFE							
OFFERTORY				

Simple Gifts				

*RESPONSE OF PRAISE (singing)							
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God all creatures here below;
Praise God for all that love has done;
Creator, Christ, and Spirit One.
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION
Gracious God,
All good gifts that surround us come from you.
You have given us life and new life in Christ.
We thank you for the bountiful gifts you have provided
And we offer them to you as we serve you and one another. Amen.

arranged A. Copland

SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION

This congregation practices open Communion. All are welcome to participate.

INVITATION
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
God be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts!
We lift them to God.
Let us give thanks to God Most High.
It is right to give God thanks and praise!
COMMUNION PRAYER
SHARING THE BREAD AND CUP

The congregation seated in the sanctuary is invited to come forward down the center aisle to pick up a cup with Communion elements to take
back to your seat by the side aisles. Please hold the elements until we are ready to take them together. The cups are filled with grape juice.
The bread is gluten free. After worship has ended, you may bring your used cups to the narthex where ushers will collect them.

COMMUNION HYMN 345		

Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
Bountiful God, we give you thanks that you have refreshed us at your table by granting us the presence of
Christ. Strengthen our faith, increase our love for one another and send us forth into the world in courage and
peace, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
*HYMN 121 				

All Earth Is Waiting		

BENEDICTION								
POSTLUDE

					

ANNOUNCEMENTS
COVID Update - Thank you for protecting one another.
Friends, COVID variants are highly transmissible. The COVID safety team strongly urges the use of N95 or KN95
masks in worship and all meetings. Coffee Hour will be on the Plaza. Soup Kitchen will be served outdoors and
all gatherings should be outdoors if serving refreshments. Please offer Zoom or hybrid options at meetings. If you
feel ill at all, please remember that our livestream worship is a safe option to protect others.
Granola Bars & Reusable Shopping Bags Drive
Soft granola bars and reusable shopping bags are needed by Soup Kitchen. That’s where YOU can help. Buy a box
or two of soft granola bars such as Lara bars, Quaker Oats soft chewy bars, Nutri-Grain breakfast bars, Fig Newtons, etc… each time you shop. Also, reusable shopping bags or those pesky plastic bags that somehow found
their way into your pantry are needed. You can drop granola bars and bags in the church office or the downstairs
kitchen. Thank you!
Community Coffee Hour
Join us on the Plaza following worship for community coffee hour.
Pick a Party Signups! Sign up here! https://tinyurl.com/nhb757xv
There are still some wonderful Pick-A-Party opportunities available and coming up fast! Click on the link below to
sign up for one or more of these awesome events that are happening soon!
Youth & Families Pool Party - Saturday, August 13 from Noon-3pm
For a last hurrah before school starts, join us for a combined Middle School and High School Pool Party & Pizza
lunch. Many thanks to the Champlin/McEvoy’s for hosting this event!
Contact deborah@firstcong.net for more information.
Life Completion/Unfinished Life Tasks
Saturday, 8/13 at 8:30 – 11:30 am, At First Congregational Church
Moments of Peace: Finding Hope and Meaning Toward End of Life is a workshop on Life Completion: making
meaning out of a new relationship with aging and mortality though discussion and goal setting. We will also
discuss Unfinished Life Tasks: coping with the uncertainty and painful eventuality of incompletion through
discussion and spiritual practices. Register for In-Person and Zoom https://tinyurl.com/294dbn7j
Life Review and Legacy Building
Monday, 8/15 at 7:00 – 8:30 pm, Heritage Room
Living Legacy: Life Review with Loved Ones Toward End of Life is an evening small group session for family and
friends of those who are aging or with serious illness who would like to engage meaningfully with loved ones.
Register for In-Person and Zoom https://tinyurl.com/28bhwtrc
Dying Well
Thursday, 8/18 at 7:00 – 8:30 pm - Heritage Room
Dying Well: An Open Discussion on What A Good Death Means to You is another evening small group will
be an open discussion on finding hope and meaning in the process of dying.
Register for In-Person and Zoom https://tinyurl.com/4pvcra4r
Take Me Out to the Ballpark - Sunday, August 14 at 1:10 pm
The Church is sponsoring a trip to Coors Field in Denver to see a Colorado Rockies baseball game on Sunday,
August 14 at 1:10 pm vs. the Arizona Diamondbacks. Tickets are $18 each and must be reserved and prepaid
through Jane Strohm: jestrohm@comcast.net or 303.717.5432. Get your tickets now!

Registration Deadline August 15 - All Church Camping Trip! August 26-28, 2022 - Register NOW!
While it may feel like the end of August is a long way away, it is only 4 weeks and the CE board has to plan food
and other logistics to make this a great experience for everyone. Last year’s trip to Deb Voss’s cousin’s property
in Coal Creek Canyon—just 30 minutes from Boulder was so successful! There is room for 20 tents and a camper
van or two (no trailers). There are shady spaces to congregate in small groups, internet for homework if necessary,
and hiking 4.5 miles. AND there is an awesome campfire circle (provided there is no fire ban).
Exploring the Pandemic Impact on Congregations - A Blog Post About Us! https://tinyurl.com/yjtwd2aa
As part of our participation in this five year study, Karen Cumbo and Chris Braudaway-Bauman were interviewed
for an article about our church’s ministry over the last two years. You can read the post here as well as learn more
about the study.
Fall 2022 Small Groups Information Submissions
Can you believe Fall is just around the corner? If you have been leading a small group or would like to lead a new
small group this fall, it is time to update and send info to be included in the Fall 2022 Small Group Booklet. All
information is due to Susan Wilkinson (suemacnutson@gmail.com) by Friday, August 19th. If you have questions
about your group or starting a new group, please contact linda@firstcong.net.

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
Welcoming Ushers - We need people to serve as Ushers for the worship service.
This is not a difficult job and The Board of Spiritual Life will train you. You can find out more information and sign
up for multiple Sundays or for one Sunday to give it a try. Sign up here (https://tinyurl.com/4fpwey4s) or contact
Susan Pfretzschner susanpf2@comcast.net.
BCL Refreshments
The Board of Community Life needs cookies and other refreshments for Coffee Hour. All you need to do
is signup below and drop them off before the start of the service. https://tinyurl.com/3bun38cz or contact Jane
Thomas jane.thomas@colorado.edu or Stephanie Angell angellpowered@gmail.com.
Soup Kitchen - Sign-Up here https://tinyurl.com/4yrbcv5a
We need your help! We need volunteers at our next Soup Kitchen on Sunday, August 28 to provide meals for our
neighbors in Boulder. We will train you on the spot, so please join us! The first shift is 9:00-11:30 am and you will
help prepare food and serve it. The second shift is 11:30 am 2:00 pm and you will serve food and clean up. Sign
up here as an individual, family or small group. Only adults can be recorded in the volunteer count, but teens &
children are welcome. If you have questions about Soup Kitchen contact: Soo Rhee (soo.rhee@colorado.edu)
Mindful Works Seeks Volunteers - https://mindful-works.org/
Mindful Works, our Mission Partner, seeks volunteers to assist with their summer sales. Can you volunteer
three hours a week to assist with cutting, sewing or assembly, of poufs/ottomans, meditation cushions, bags
and cookies? Contact susan@mindful-works.org
Help Support Afghan Refugee Family
Members of FCC, Trinity Lutheran & Community UCC have joined together to support an Afghan refugee family
that came to Colorado in Feb. 2022. We are helping them integrate into the Boulder County community through
African Community Center (ACC). There are volunteer opportunities of providing transportation and more.
No training is required. Teens are welcome too. Please contact Allison Hamm 316-259-5682 for information.
Homeless Cares
Homeless Cares works to fill a gap in social services in Boulder for unsheltered neighbors by providing access to
a healthy breakfast, showers and a laudromat. Each Wednesday AM they serve approximately 50 people at the
bandshell oatmeal, muffins, parfaits, fresh fruit, burritos & coffee. They also drive 5-6 people to the YMCA for
a shower. On Thursdays they provide transportation to a laundromat. Volunteers are needed.
For more information contact Monika Rutkowski - mrutkowski_1@hotmail.com

SUPER SABBATICAL SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE!
Rev. Chris Braudaway-Bauman will be on sabbatical from May 16 to late August. During that time she will
be participating in several learning opportunities around changes to ministry, working with other groups
of ministers to explore these challenges, writing, reading, and renewing. The congregation will have its own
exciting opportunities to learn and grow this summer! We are blessed to have several retired ministers in our
congregation who will be providing support to Rev. Linda Kowatch, our Interim Associate Minister, and
preaching. We will also be blessed to welcome some amazing guest preachers who will provide workshops and
events to keep us thinking and learning. Sunday Schedule of Preachers...
August 7
August 14
August 21

Bob von Trebra
Lorraine Leist
Mental Health Sunday

August 28
September 4

Linda Kowatch
Access Sunday

Rev. Lorraine Leist, MDiv, BCC-PCHAC, is a board-certified palliative care chaplain working with
a multidisciplinary medical team in Seattle. She is pursuing her Doctor of Ministry degree at Iliff
School of Theology. Lorraine was a member of First Cong for over 10 years and is excited to be
back among the church community in Boulder this summer.

